
The UK's National Institute for Health and Care Excellence announced an error in

the recommended scoring of the AQ10, an assessment tool clinicians use

worldwide to measure autistic traits. Whereas a score of at least 7 was originally

required to determine the presence of autism, the low-end cutoff should have

been 6. This exclusion of lower scores has led to a decade of delayed or missed

autism identification.
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Recent online dialogue about whether autistic masking is a "privilege" revealed

a lack of understanding about what masking is and its long- and short-term

effects. This article defines and explores masking in great detail, and would be

useful for anyone who wants to learn more on this topic or to help others

understand more about what masking is.
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Australian autistic writer Madeleine Ryan's debut novel A Room Called Earth is a

breath of fresh air: a story by an autistic artist, from the point of view of a modern-

day autistic woman. Ryan's representation of neurodiversity is empathetic,

realistic, and beautifully executed. Check out her NPR interview, her website, and

my review of her book (if you're so inclined).
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https://theconversation.com/mistake-discovered-in-autism-guidelines-many-could-have-missed-a-diagnosis-156909
https://www.healthline.com/health/autism/autism-masking
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/625174/a-room-called-earth-by-madeleine-ryan/
https://www.npr.org/2020/08/15/902617618/giving-autism-some-love-in-a-room-called-earth
https://madeleineryan.com/
http://thebookendsreview.com/2021/03/10/a-spectrum-of-neurodiversity-a-review-of-madeleine-ryans-a-room-called-earth/
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(Trigger warning: police brutality, violence, violence against a disabled person)

The ACLU has taken legal action on behalf of an 11-year-old autistic boy who was

handcuffed, arrested, and severely traumatized by the Douglas County School

District and Sheriff's Office in 2019. The description of what occurred is egregious,

even without watching the officers' body camera footage.
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A new study performed in Sweden found that adults with ADHD struggle in the

workforce. They earn less than their non-ADHD peers and  are more likely to have

stints of unemployment and to receive disability benefits because of inability to

work. The study's focus on an adult population is notable; ADHD is traditionally

stereotyped as a childhood disorder that's grown out of.
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Sarah Boon tweets regularly about neurodiversity with honesty, relatability, and

humor. Her pinned tweet reads: "Being autistic in this world sometimes feels like

being an anthropologist who was forced to specialise in neurotypicalism." Sarah

sells merch that celebrates neurodiversity in her online shop Neuro Pride.
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https://gazette.com/colorado_politics/aclu-sues-douglas-county-officials-for-handcuffing-child-with-autism/article_9b965bd0-33c6-57ca-9171-0101eb531c8c.html
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article/comments?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0247724
https://twitter.com/Saraheboon
https://teespring.com/en-GB/stores/neuro-pride
http://allison-wall.com/
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